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Plannmg groupiglves
-Portales a thumbs—up

By Edward Gateiy .

The Repub§1c| azcentral om '

A proposed 369 unit apartment com--

- plex west of Portales Corporate Center
received a favorable recommendation
from the Scottsdale Planning Commis-
sion on Wednesday, buf not until after ex-
tensive debate over adding a right-turn-
only exit to curb westbound trafflc on
Chaparral Road. "
:Dallas-based JLB Partners wants {0

develop the nme-buxldmg complex on

the 9.6-acre parcel near the southwest

corner of Scottsdale and Chaparral road-

"s.Portales Corporate Center is to the
east, Optima Camelview Village is to the
south and smgle—famlly re51dences are
west and north of the site. :

+The commission recommended Clty
Councﬂ approval of the request to mod-

" ify the original zoning stipulations and

- amended development standards, and a
- new development plan for the complex.

" * Portales Place, the last project to be

built on the site, mcluded 126 condomini-

" ums. Scottsdale-based Grace Communi-

ties started excavation of the project in

December 2005, but the complex never

materxahzed an'

vacant. -

. Thenew prOJect would feature apart- :

ments geared toward an older demo-
~ graphic that earns more than $100,000
annually, said John Berry, a zoning attor-

ney.representing JLB. Primary access - .

would be. off Goldwater Boulevard and

secondary acces o_f_f Chaparral at 70th,

Place. i/

feet,but the maximum building height of
the complex would be 50 feet. Both Por-
' Center and Optxma Cam-

aCam«lalmew '

the acreage remams .

sscurrent .. development standards al-.
low:a maximum building height of 65.

- along Goldwater Boulevard across from . M
ower buildings -

commxss n the pI‘OJeCt would substan~

tially increase traffic along Chaparral
and at the Scottsdale Road intersection. :
Kim'Sullivan, an Optima Cameview resi- -
dent, said people already “take your life
into your hands any time you navxgate
that mtersectlon,” and this pro,}ect wﬂl g
only increase that danger. ... -
‘Roxann Gallagher, who lives in the :
ne1ghborhood north of the site, said the
project will bring 500 rentérs with no
vested interest to the area, and “the fab-.':'

JLB :agreed. to numerous plannmg,

‘staff stipulations, including paying for

improvements along the south side of -
Chaparral and the addition of an ‘edst
bound right-turn lane at the Scottsdale.
Road intersection,.Also, the developer
will rebuild the roundabout at, Chaparral
and 70th Place.” '
‘Berry presented the commission with
a list of changes to the stipulations, in-
cluding the addition of a right-turn-only
lane at the roundabout to force traffic

from the complex to head east on Chap-.
~arral toward Scottsdale Road.

“ Paul Porcell, the city's traffxc -eng1~

neering director, said thecity isplanning
extensive improvements ‘along Chapar- '
‘ral 'west of Scottsdale Road, including ™

improved pedestrian access, landscaped .
medians and curves in the road to “calm

 traffic”.and make it 1ess ltkely to attract -
- ‘cut-through traffic. :

Porceli staunchly opposed the mclu?_"
sion of the right- turn—only lane at the
roundabout, saying it won't stop. drivers

-from going west on Chaparral and will
create 4 dangerous situation with driv-
‘ers turning east, and then domg u—turns )

to drive west, e

“This device does not work " he sa1d
“We have tried it at too many locatmns &
. The commission’s. “favorable recom-:
the nght-turn»only )
about Commissioner
the apartment com-’
1 and that it’s com- -

edlcal—maruuana The
de: MMR.X. at 15455 N.

1ving Tree We ; :
17655 E, Evans. Road and Va]ley Well-
s JdRoad




